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Vor. VIII. 


College of Veterinary Surgeons has turned its 


able practice. These disciplinary measures are left 


perhaps half a dozen committees meet in one after- 


conscience that right will be done by leaving most 


ProressionaL Discipiine. 


During the last two years the Council of the Royal 


attention to matters of professional discipline with 
great earnestness. Members who have been con- 
victed of offences against the common law have been 
removed from the Register. Warnings have been 
given to members who have been guilty of breaches 
of proper professional conduct. Advertising has 
been specially attacked and “covering” has been 
accepted as an offence although, as yet, no bye-law 
has been adopted which exactly defines the objection- 


to a committee which investigates all complaints and 
reports to the Council. These are two weak points 
in the proceeding which deserve a little more at- 
tention. The work is onerous, and sufficient time is 
not given to the consideration of cases. For the con- 
venience of members of Council most committees 
meet the day before each Council meeting, and as 


noon all are hurried. The Registration committee, 
which has by far the heaviest amount of work, rushes 
through case after case, and apparently satisfies its 


of the work to the solicitor. The ability to throw 
the responsibility on this official leads to a more 
hasty decision than would be permitted if more time 
and more responsibility were given to the Committee. 

We hear of numerous complaints against the 
manner in which members of the profession receive 
their first intimation that the Council object to 
some proceeding which has been in existence for 
years past. One man has been in the habit of adver- 
tising for years in a newspaper. Another has a notice 
board in a livery stable. A third has his name and 
calling on alamp at the corner of a street. A fourth 
has a large board on a friend’s house setting forth his 
name, business, and special position. Even if we 
grant that all this is shoppy and unprofessional, it 
must be allowed that common usage has to some 
extent accepted it, and that in preventing it the 
College is effecting a reform. Now reforms should 
be adopted so as to trample upon vested interests and 
ancient usages as softly as possible. When reforms 
are forced too rashly and in the most obnoxious 
Manner, persons are apt to be annoyed and to im- 
pose obstructions, instead of quietly accepting them 
and assisting the authorities in bringing about the 
newer and better arrangements. In most cases @ 
‘imple intimation from the Secretary that a member 
was doing something of which the Council dis- 
approved, would be enough to induce a discontinuance 


by most authorities, but it is not that which finds 
favour at Red Lion Square. The very first intima- 
tion received by a number of our correspondents is a 
letter from the Solicitor demanding a cessation, and 
suggestive that punishment will follow unless a 
promise to cease be sent at once. This course is 
neither good business nor good manners. It is un- 
necessary and it is expensive. 

The Registration Committee, which is responsible 
for these complaints, sends no detailed report to the 
Council, and it is therefore difficult for the supreme 
body to do more than it usually does with committee 
reports—adopt them as soon as someone proposes 
that ‘‘ the report be received and adopted.” It might 
be good policy to treat erring members in a manner 
that would cause the least annoyance and that would 
not suggest artful ways of circumventing regulations 
that are undoubtedly for our collective good. 


PREVENTIVE MEpICcINE. 


At the quarterly meeting of Council held on Friday, 
the 4th inst., two veterinary societies petitioned the 
Council to take some collective action with a view to 
bring directly before the Government the necessity of 
legislation for tuberculosis. The snggestions offered 
were—(1) That bovine tuberculosis should be scheduled 
in the Animals Diseases Act. (2) That all dairy cows 
should be placed under veterinary supervision. (3) That 
the use of tuberculin among all suspected herds should 
be made compulsory under scientific supervision. 

The question was referred to a committee to consider 
the matter and to advise the Council as to which were the 
best steps to take. This course will doubtless be generally 
approved, as no one could expect the Council to devote 
time to a consideration of doubtful pathological points. 
The committee may possibly agree to some facts and con- 
clusions which may obtain the approval of the Council, 
and then our representative body may be able to take 
collective action. It is clearly not the business of the 
Council to determine by a small majority what the pro- 
fession ought to think as to the prevention of disease. 
But when facts are generally accepted and the profession 
is practically unanimous on any branch of preventive 
medicine, it would be weakness and pedantry to sit silent 
and confess our impotence. More especially is collective 
action called for from the Council when our professional 
and material interests are in danger of being overlooked, 
aud when purely veterinary duties are entrusted to men 
without veterinary skill or training. No national system 
of preventive medicive applicable to man and animals 
can be properly planned and carried out unless the veteri- 
narian is, in his departmeut, made adviser and executive. 
For this we must strive with all our might or we shall be 
supplanted. By tamely and silently waiting we have 
already suffered injury and insult. 

The adoption by the Council of Mr. Kidd’s motion to 
ask the President of the Board of Agriculture to receive 
a deputation may perhaps help us to retrieve one loss. 


of the practice. This would be the course adopted 


We must try to prevent another. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


SUNSTROKE IN THE HORSE. 
By Trevor F. Spencer, M.R.C.V.S. 


The subject of sunstroke in animals appears to 
have escaped the notice of authors of veterinary text 
books, at least I have searched in vain for it in the 
works at my disposal. 

Accounts of several supposed cases of the affection 
have recently appeared in your columns, and as I am 
convinced that symptoms of an alarming nature are 
occasionally met with in animals, as a result of ex- 
posure to abnormal solar heat, I beg leave to record a 
case which recently came under my notice. 

The subject was a four-year-old, Irish bred, hack- 
ney gelding, and was purchased by a client of mine 
on September 27th. 

The animal—one of a drove lately brought over 
from Ireland—had been driven from town to town, 
and on the date mentioned was exposed for several 
hours to the direct rays of a well-nigh tropical 
sun. 

On taking him to his stable the owner noticed a 
look of weariness about the horse, to which, how- 
ever, he paid little attention. The following morni 
he was sent to the breaker’s, and wore the mouthing 
for some time. In the evening I was asked to 
attend at once as the horse had been seized with a 
fit, was falling all over the stable and running his 
head against the walls. On arrival | found these 
severe symptoms had disappeared, and had left the 
animal in a semi-comatose condition. I learned 
from the attendant that the horse had appeared 
drowsy and depressed the whole day, and that the 
more alarming disturbance was observed after the 
animal had been watered previous to feeding. A 
careful examination of the patient revealed a rapid, 
small and weak pulse, a dilated condition of the 
pupils, a temperature of 107; F., a dull fixed gaze, 
and a general semi-comatose appearance. The re- 
spiratory movements were much disturbed, being 
rapid and shallow but noiseless, and the skin was hot 
tothe touch. 

The malady, I conjectured, was obviously one of 
serious nervous derangement, but that this was the 
result of excessive heat, I will candidly confess, did 
not at the time occur tome. My first efforts were 
directed towards combating the hyper-pyrexia. I 
therefore had the patient removed to a large loose- 
box, the body clothed and legs bandaged, tied the 
head to the door, administered a full dose of sodii 
salicylas in bolus, and arranged to re-visit the horse 
in four hours. On again attending | was pleasant- 
ly surprised to find the temperature had descended to 
103? 'F., the pulse rate had markedly decreased, and 
the respiratory movements were appreciably im- 
proved. The horse refused both food and water, and 
remained in a drowsy condition. A dose of pot. nit. 
and mag. sulph. was administered in solution, and 
he was left for the night in charge of an attendant. 
The following day the temperature registered 1031 


is the ventilation, good ventilation is essential, and 


F., the pulse and respirations were almost normal, 
and the patient was inclined to feed. 

I now prescribed salines in the drinking water, and 
belladonna electuary, as the throat appeared to be a 
little painful. The next day the horse was feeding 
well, and the pulse, respirations, and temperature 
were alike normal, the throat mischief too had dis- 
appeared, and the patient was speedily convalescent. 
He is now again in the hands of the breaker and in 
perfect health. 

This case was one of sunstroke in its hyper-pyrexial 
form, the result of intense heat on the nerve centres, 
and in the human subject at any rate, I believe, is as 
common in tbe shade as in the sunshine; certain it 
is that the former conditions appear to have existed 
in this particular case, and that before the attack the 
horse was in a state bordering upon exhaustion, the 
result of fatigue, and probably too of an insufficiency 
of proper food. 

In cases of sunstroke which rapidly terminate: 
fatally (vide the report of your correspondent Cyclops) 
death doubtless is caused by stoppage of the functions 
of the respiratory and circulatory centres, these being 
disturbed by the intense heat to such an extent as to 
be almost arrested. 


THE MANAGEMENT OF HORSES ON BOARD 
SHIP. 


By Henry M.R.C.V.S8., London. 


This is a subject which I am afraid has not re- 
ceived very much attention either at our schools or 
by the authors of our numerous text books, but it is 
nevertheless an important one, especially from the 
insurance companies’ point of view. My experience 
has taught me that the great mortality amongst 
horses during a voyage is chiefly caused through 
ignorance on the part of their attendants; so I 
thought that a few hints, such as they are, from my 
own experience might be useful to some members of 
our profession should they ever be called upon to 
offer an opinion on the subject. Horses are generally 
stabled on board, between decks, i.v. between the 
main and the hurricane decks, on either side of the 
vessel amidships, with their heads pointing inwards, 
so that they are facing to the port and starboard re- 
spectively, this position has been found much the 
best as they are able to steady themselves much 
better when the vessel is rolling, which is the most 
troublesome motion to have to contend with. Each 
animal should have a stall at least ten feet long by 
three feet six wide, partitioned, and upholstered with 
straw and sacking wherever they are likely to come 
in contact with the body. These partitions should be 
so constructed as to enable the attendant to easily 
remove one or two of them, and so make a loose box 
or hospital for a horse to lie down in and rest, or for 
the treatment of a sick one. Slings are always use- 
ful, but these are readily made by the ship’s carpenter 


on board. 


Now one of the most important things to attend to 
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it is quite worth keeping one man solely occupied in 
attending to the temperature of the horses’ quarters. 
A note of the thermometer, which should be hung 
up, should be taken at least six times during the 24 
hours. The temperature is easily regulated by means 
of the ventilators or wind-sail, and as it is no un- 
common occurrence at sea for the direction of the 
wind to change twenty times a day, should this turn- 
ing of the ventilators be neglected for perhaps only 
half-an-hour, the stable gets very hot and foul, and 
the horses are apt to break out into a sweat; then, 
when the air is suddenly turned on, it is very often a 
cold, raw, damp, Atlantic fog, with the result that in 
a short time you have several animals suffering 
with colds, and not unfrequently much more serious 
trouble. 

It is well, before taking your horses on board, to 
have their shoes removed and the edges of the hoofs 
rounded off. This part of the business should re- 
ceive special attention, otherwise the blacksmiths in 
removing a number of horses shoes are apt to be 
very careless in their hurry to get them finished. 

With regard to the feeding, I have always found it 
advisable to restrict the horses to bran mashes and 
hay for at least the first two days. After that give 
them oats that have been steeped in water for about 
12 hours previous to feeding, and mixed with a little 
dry bran, with the usual amount of hay night and 
morning. 

One of the worst troubles to contend with is the 
water. When a large number of horses are taken on 
board, the fresh water supply is not at all sufficient 
for them, consequently we have to make use of con- 
densed sea water which, passing through the boilers 
and tubes and tanks of the vessel is rendered unfit 
for drinking purposes, unless it be filtered in some 
way or other. The simplest way of doing this, is to 
get a small barrel, have a few holes bored into the 
side and bottom, and fill it with charcoal; have it 
suspended in the tank and let the condensed water 
run through it, this will remove all impurities and it 
will be cooled much quicker. 

The diseases' met with are, inflammation of the 
lungs, disorders of the bowels, laminitis, and sup- 
pression of the urine. Coughs and colds are pretty 
universal throughout the ship. The most frequent 
of these is inflammation of the lungs, and it is of a 
very rapid and fatal character, the horse in some 
cases not appearing to be ill until half an hour before 
death. The temperatnre often rising from 102 to 
107 and 108, and I have seen it as high as 110 in an 
incredibly short space of time. The only thing to 
‘do is to get your horse into a loose box as quickly as 
possible, and bleed him at once. If he is not bled— 
and bled severely, you will have no chance with him 
whatever. Administer plenty of stimulants and see 
that he has plenty of fresh air. 

In enteritis and laminitis bleeding is the only 
safeguard, combined of course with the usual other 
remedies, only avoid aloes, as its action appears to be 
very uncertain on the high seas. 

Stoppage of urination is also of frequent occurrence, 
80 be sure to take a catheter on board, for if you do 
not happen to have one with you, you will find it a 


and a few sedative injections are very useful here, as 
on land, as it is very awkward drenching a horse 
when there is a heavy sea running. 

I have made these few observations partly from 
my own experience, and partly from that of men 
who have been in the habit of crossing the water 
with stock for years, and I am convinced that many 
hundreds of horses and cattle might be saved 
annually from being thrown overboard, if their 
attendants were a little more careful over some of 
the minor details—especially in regard to the ventila- 
tion. 


* A CASE OF SCIRRHOUS CORD. 
By J. Park, M.R.C.V.S., Penrith. 


The following case occurred in the practice of Mr. 
Jno. Armstrong. It is one of those results of castra- 
tion which happily does not occur very frequently, at 
least such has been my experience. For out of the 
considerable number of colts that 1 have castrated 
and seen castrated this is only the second case that I 
can record. I have chosen the present case because 
I was struck at the great success in the treatment. 

Subject—A dark brown two-year-old colt, the 
property of Lerd Brougham and Vaux, of Brougham 
Hall. 

History.—The colt as a yearling had only shown 
one testicle, which was removed in the ordinary way 
with the clam and hot iron, the other testicle being 
left with a view to its descending and thereby ren- 
dering the somewhat serious operation of “ castrating 
a rig’’ unnecessary. By the time the colt came to 
be two years old the farm bailiff asked me one day to 
examine the colt and see if the testicle which was 
left had descended, as he said he wanted him cut and 
turned out. 

On examination I found the testicle in the normal 
position, but also I found to my great surprise a pear 
shaped growth almost the size of a man’s fist growing 
from the end of the spermatic cord from which the 
testicle had been removed the previous year. I asked 
the bailiff if he had ever noticed anything wrong with 
the colt’s gait, or ever seen him stiff at all, but he 
told me he had not, and he certainly did not show 
any stiffness or awkwardness in gait at the time of 
my examination. Now this I consider was a,very re- 
markable thing, seeing that the growth was the size 
described and was discharging from several small 
openings. The quantity of discharge, however, was 
not very great. 

Treatment.—Having described to the bailiff the 
nature of the growth I told him I thought it 
advisable to get rid of it before removing the remain- 
ing testicle, and that two methods of treatment la 
open to us—the administration of medicines to wv | 
the growth, or to remove it surgically. My client 
seemed to prefer the former of these, and the colt was 
at once put under acourse of iodide of potassium 1 drm. 
of which he received daily in the form of a powder 


*Read before the members of the Border Counties V.M.A. 


long way to go and fetch one. A hypodermic syringe 


July 12th, 1895. 
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amongst his food. This was continued for a month, 
and it was found the growth was diminished consider- 
ably in size. This treatment was left off for a few 
days and then continued until the growth disappear- 
ed entirely, which took in all about ten weeks from 
the time it was discovered. 

The remaining testicle was subsequently removed, 
from which operation the colt recovered nicely and 
was turned away to grass. About a month ago I had 
an opportunity of examining the colt, but no trace 
of anything in the way of a scirrhus could be 
felt. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of Council was held on Friday, 
the 4th inst., at 10 Red Lion Square, Mr. J. F. Simpson, 
President, in the chair. The members present were : 
Gen. Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Professors Dewar, 
Edgar, McFadyean, Penberthy, Pritchard, Shave, and 
W. O. Williams, Messrs. Abson, Beddard, Bower, Dollar, 
Elphick, Faulkner, Fraser, Hunter, Hunting, Kidd, 
Lambert, Lawson, Locke, Mason, Mulvey, Peele, Trigger, 
and Wragg; Mr. Thatcher (solicitor), and Mr. A. W. 
Hill (Secretary). 

The Sxcretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Frazer, seconded by Mr. Law- 
son, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 


ABSENTEES. 


‘The Secretary said that he had received letters from 
Messrs. Thompson, Hartley, and Barrett, regretting their 
inability to attend the meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary said that a letter had been addressed 
to the Council by a gentleman who was the holder of 
diplomas from the Royal Danish Veterinary College ask - 
ing if those diplomas entitled him to registration in 
England, The Ccuncil, he said, had not granted any- 
thing of the kind up to the present, nor were there any 
regulations or bye laws allowing them to do so. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Prof. 
Edgar, it was resolved that the usual letter be written to 
the applicant. 

The Secretary stated that Mr. Hamilton had applied 
six mouths ago for recognition and obtainment of the 
diploma of the R.C.V.S. by virtue of his holding the 
Highland Agricultural Society’s certificate. Prof, Wil- 
liams at a previous meeting of the Couucil had said that 
he should not be satistied unless he had letters of identity 
proving that this Mr. Hamilton was the same gentleman 
who had passed his College at such and such adate. He 
the Secretary, had now received the required certificates 
from Mr. Hamilton, signed by magistrates and two or 
three members of the profession who knew him to be the 
same person. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr 
Abson, it was resolved that a diploma duly signed by 
the President be forwarded to Mr. Hamilton, he havin 
furnished the proper guarantees. é . 

The Secrerary read a letter from Mr. Baxter acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a cheque for £50 as a donation to 
the scheme of the National Registration of Farriers and 
Shoeing Smiths enclosing a copy of the following resolu- 
tion which was unavimously passed at the meeting of the 


Committee of that body—“ That the best thanks of this: 
Committee be given to the R.C.V.S. for their liberal 
donation of £50 towards the funds for carrying on the 
Registration scheme, and that the Secretary be instructed 
to write to the Council of the College expressing the 
great pleasure the Committee feel at the continued 
interest taken by the College in the scheme which, the 
committee are more than ever convinced, canuot fail to be- 
of immense advantage to the trade.” 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Peter Moir, on 
behalf of the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical: 
Society, enclosing the following petition :—‘ The Presi- 
dent and members of the above Society, which numbers 
on its roll many of the leading veterinarians in Scotland, 
are of opinion that the rapid and alarming spread during 
late years of bovine tuberculosis among the cattle gener- 
ally, and the dairy stock in particular, of Great Britain 
and Ireland, cannot but be regarded in the light of a. 
great national danger, and the stringent measures to 
prevent the extension of this dangerous and insidious 
disease are urgently necessary and should at once be 
entered upon. They therefore respectfully request the 
influence and aid of the President and Council of the 
R.C.V.S., and to bring these indisputable facts and the- 
opivions formed thereon to the notice of the Minister of 
Agriculture. Further, that the Royal Commission 
formed to investigate this disease, in relation to its 
danger to human life, had some months ago submitted’ 
their conclusions to the Government that tuberculosis. 
was prevalent in cattle, including dairy stock, and was 
communicable to mankiud through the consumption as 
food, of their milk and flesh ; and this Society regrets so 
grave a state of matters tocontinue to exist, unheeded’ 
by the Government. It is, moreover, their opinion, (1) 
That bovine tuberculosis should be sheduled in the Con- 
tagious Diseases Act of 1894. (2) That all dairy cows. 
should be placed under veterinary supervision. (3) That 
among all suspected herds and dairy stock the use of 
diagnustic test ‘tuberculin,’ under scientific supervision 
should be made compulsory. The co-operation and 
support of sister societies in the veterinary profession 
have been earnestly requested, as the Scottish Metropoli- 
tan Veterinary Medical Society considers that a duty 
is devolve€ upon the whole profession to combine to: 
strengthen the cry to the Government for the adoption 
of measures whereby bovine tuberculosis in this country 
may be checked and ultimately extirpated. It would, 
in conclusion further point out for the consideration of 
the Government, that the longer the delay the greater 
the difficulties and the attendant expense to cope with the 
disease that will inevitably follow.” 

The Secretary also read a letter from Mr. W.. Awde 
on behalf of the South Durham and North Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Association dealing with the same 
matter. 

Mr. Triccer: [ think we all recognise the importance 
of the subject which these societies have laid before us 
in their letters. They are subjects that must certainly’ 
be dealt with at a later date, but it would be quite im- 
possible to take up so gigantic a matter to-day. [ would 
therefore suggest that the letters be referred tu a sub- 
committee to consider the matter, and to advise the 
Council as to what they consider the best steps to take. 

Prof. McFapygan: I should like to raise the question 
whether it is the serious intention on the part of this 
Council to begin the consideration of such questions as 
this. Nobody can deny that it isa very impurtant ques- 
tion, but there are many other important questions of 4 
like kind, and if we are to be constantly asked to deliber- 
ate upon these legislative measures, I am afraid that it will 
seriously hamper the proper business we have to carry 
out. The document which has been read is rather 
strongly worded. It is very easy to call a fact “ indispu- 
table,” but I should be inclined to dispute some of the 
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"things which are called facts in it. It conveys the 
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impression that the Special Committee of the Royal Com- 
mission which investigated this question gave a report to 
the effect that this was a serious danger to human life. [ 
have carefully read the report more than vunce, and I[ 
maintain that it rather conveys the opposite impression 
that the members of that Commission express the opinion 
that there was comparatively little danger from the use 
of tuberculous carcasses, and that a large portion of the 
danger to human beings in connection with the sale of 
tuberculous flesh was from the contamination outside— 
from butchers’ knives used in cutting tuberculous 
lesions. 

Mr. Huntine: I should like to say that although we 
have only had the opinion of two veterinary medical 
societies the subject has been discussed at others, and 
they have expressed very similar ideas. As has already 
been said it is a question which must soon come before 
the British public, aud if we lag behind and take no 
interest in the matter we shall be left out in the cold. I 
think not only in deference to these societies but in 
deference to the general opinion of the veterivary pro- 
fessiov, a committee should be appointed to consider the 
matter and do the best they can. I beg to submit that 
proposition. 

This was agreed to, and on the motion of Mr. Trigger, 
seconded by Mr. Lawson, the following gentlemen were 
appointed to act on the committee: The President, Mr. 
Hunting, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Kidd, Prof. Edgar, Mr. Abson, 
Prof. Pritchard, Prof. Penberthy, Prof. McFadyean, Mr. 
Mason, and Prof. W. O. Williams. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Maurice F. 
Linch, of Tipperary. 

On the motion of Mr. Hunting, seconded by Mr. 
Fraser, it was resolved that this correspondence be sent 
to the Board of Agriculture. 

The Presipent: I ought perhaps to report to the 
Council that an invitation to attend the Veterinary Con- 


nation should be sent because every officer has to be 
elected annually. At the present time we are without a 
secretary for Scotland, and I should be glad to receive 
nominations. 

Prof. McFapyean: Might I suggest, whether, seeing 
that the late Secretary has resigned, it might not be 
advisable to advertise the office! I quite understand 
that it is not obligatory to advertise, but still, it might 
be wise and expedient to do so. 

Mr, FauLKNER: Has it been customary of late years 
to advertise for a gentleman to fill this position. 

The PreEsipENnT: I believe on the last occasion we did 
advertise. 

Prof. McFapygan: I| shall move that the office of 
Secretary of the Board of Examiners in Scotland be 
advertised for ; and the remuneration to be 60 guineas 
per annum. 

Mr. Huntine@ seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to. 

The Presipent: As aspecial meeting will be necessary 
we had better proceed to fix a date now. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Mul- 
vey, it was resolved that a special meeting be held within 
the first ten days of November, at the discretion of the 
President. 

REGISTRATION CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Registration 
Committee, from which it appeared that a large number 
of members had heen cautioned with regard to adver- 
tising and iv nearly every instance had at once given 
undertakings to discontinue. The committee had been 
considering the case of chemists using the words “ Veter- 
inary Chemists ” and selling veterinary preparations ; 
they had selected a test case which was in the hands of 
the solicitor for the purpose of obtaining such evidence 


‘as would lead to the conviction should a prosecution be 


instituted. The committee had also had before them 
cases of several persons using the words “ Veterinary 


gress at Berne reached me only forty-eight hours before 
the Congress met. That, I need hardly say, gave no 
time to call the Council together in order that they 
might select a delegate to send to Berne, and in conse- 
quence the R.C.V.S. was not represented. I believe that 
the failure to send an invitation to the College earlier 
was due to some misunderstanding ; but, finding that the 
Royal College was not included in the invitations I, as 
your President, thought it right to investigate the 
matter in order that on other occasions we might not be 
left out. 
PRESENTATIONS. 


The SecRETARY aunounced the following presenta- 
‘tions :—“ The Journal of Comparative Pathology,” by 
the editor, Prof. McFadyean ; the Annual Report of the 
Board of Cattle Commissioners, by Dr. Osgood in 
America; a bound volume of The Veterinary Record by 
the editor, Mr. Hunting; the Annual Statistical and 
General Report of the Army Veterinary Department by 
the Chief Officer of the Army Veterinary Department, 
Colonel Lambert; a set of parturition instruments 
minus the crutch, for the Museum or for use at examina- 
tion by Mr. Thompson. 

On the motion of Mr. Faulkner, seconded by Mr. Kidd, 
4 vote was accorded to the donors. 


APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER. 


On the motion of Mr. Kidd, seconded by Mr. Mulvey, 
Mr. F. W. Wragg was uuanimously re-elected as 
treasurer. 


APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY TO THE SCOTTISH SECTION | 


OF THE Boarp oF EXAMINERS. 
The PresipENT: As you are aware some time ago Mr. 
Rutherford resigned his position as Secretary for Scot- 
land. It really was unnecessary that any letter of resig- 


Forge.” Cautioning notices had been given in each in- 
| stance and in most cases had been complied with. There 
| had been several complaints with regard to persons using 
| the words “ Veterinary Surgeons,’’ or words of a like 
nature, and the committee had instructed the solicitor 
to investigate the complaints, and should he consider the 
evidence sufficient, to apply for leave to prosecute. The 
cummittee also had before them the applications of Mr. 
Joseph Colthurst Thompson and Mr. Geo. Garnett, for 
the restoration of their names to the Register, which had 
both been struck off according to sub-section 4, section 5, 
of the Act. Satisfactory reason, duly authenticated, had 
been given in both instances, and the committee recom- 
mended the restoration of their names to the Register. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger. seconded by Professor 
Pritchard, the report of the Registration Committee was 
adopted, and there being a full quorwm present the seals 
were affixed to the authorities for the various prosecu- 
tions. ‘ 
ELEcTION OF AUDITORS. 


On the motion of Prof. Pritchard, seconded by Mr. 
Wragg, Messrs. Woodger- and Warner were re-elected as 
auditors, 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Examination 
Committee, which stated that py the instruction of the 
Council letters were sent to those examiners whose 
reports aud letters needed some explanation, and satis- 
factory replies had been received from the Chairmen of 
the different sections, and assurance received by the 


Committee that in future the “ markings” at the tables 


| (A and B) would be conducted according to the wishes 


_of the Council. The Committee recommended that the 
Chairman of Class B be informed that only two students 
were to be examined at a time, and that copies of the 
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resolution be sent to the Chairman of this class, and also¢ 
to the Secretary of the Board of Examiners in Scotland, 
The Committee regretted that some friction had occurred 
at the last examination, and that letters of complaint 
had been sent to the Council, and recommended the 
Council to let the matter drop. The Secretary reported 
that he had written to Dr. Sims- Woodhead in regard to 
the microscopic specimens which had been suggested as. 
a useful addition to the examination (Class C oral mor- 
bid anatomy), and he promised to write to Mr. Cox, the 
chairman of the section, as to what specimens he con- 
sidered would be advisable to obtain. At a subsequent 
meeting the Committee had met to consider the letter 
from Dr. Sims-Woodhead in regard to specimens for the 
pathological table, and recommended the Council to 
request the Secretary to inform the examiners in patho- 
logy that it was their desire that students should be ex- 
amined on pathological specimens furnished by their 
teachers, and that when the specimens sent by any 
teachers were considered inadequate, supplementary 
specimens should be provided by the examiners. 

The Present: The Examination Committee at 
their meeting on the 1st August passed a resolution 
recommending to the Council that the matter with 
regard to the unfortunate misunderstanding between the 
examiners and the secretary should drop—they also 
intended that the secretary should write and ask gentle- 
men concerned if they would assent to this course. Un- 
fortunately the secretary misunderstood his instructious 
and interpreted the resolution as carried to mean that it 
be also a recommendation to the Council that the Coun- 
cil should instruct the secretary to write and ask the 
gentlemen if they assented to the course. I point that 
out because it is evident that a mistake has been made. 
It has now been corrected in the report, but without the 
explanation I have given it may seem strange that no 
replies had been received from these gentlemen. 

Mr. Mutvey moved and Mr. Abson seconded the 
adoption of the Report. 

Mr. Huntina: There was a resolution adopted by the 
Committee yesterday which is embodied in that report 
and which I wish to ask the Council not to adopt until 
we thoroughly understand it. You will remember that 
a letter was received from Dr. Woodhead and that the 
secretary had replied, and that Dr. Woodhead had said 
that he would write to Mr. Cox stating what specimens 
he desired. Now that remark of Dr. Woodhead shows 
that he is under the idea that this College is going to 
supply its own microscopical specimens in future, as they 
supply all other specimens that they are able to obtain. 
In one of our bye-laws it says that examiners should 
report after every examination on everything with which 
they are vot satisfied, and should give a general idea of 
tho result of the examinations and what they thought of 
them. We have asked the examiners to report, we 
dewand a report, and this report of the pathological ex- 
aminers is to the effect that they are dissatistied with 
the present method of supplying pathological specimens 
for their use. We must surely support our examiners 
and unless there is some good cause stated, when a, 
aminers complain of anything and make a suggestion 
we should as far as possibile adopt their suggestion. In 
this case they complain that they cannot at all the 
schools obtain such perfect microscopical specimeus as 
they would desire and they ask us to obtain them for 
them, At the commencement the question was whether 
we, the College, were to obtain specimens or whether we 
were to continue begging and borrowing specimens from 
other people—whether in fact we were to make use of 
the voluutary help which has very kindly been extended 
to us in our weaker days. The schools have very kind] 
supplied us with rooms to examine in, and with nls 
mens of all kinds, but the day has surely arrived when 


we might «at any rate attempt to supply our own 


specimens. That was considered, and that object was: 
really approved by this Council twelve months ago when 
they spent a good deal of money in obtaining instru- 
ments and models for examivation. The idea—a very 
good one, in my opivnion—was that we would not put the 
schools to trouble and that we wuuld have one set of 
specimens to submit the whole of the students of the 
four schools to. What is the difference between micros- 
copical specimens and other specimens? Surely we can 
obtain them from various sources, either by begging 
borrowing, or better still, paying for them—that coal 
be fair to every school because they would be taken 
round to every student. I ask you then not to adopt 
the latter portion of this report, which says that we 
should continue to subsist upon the charity of the 
schools for our microscopical specimens and that when 
the schools are unable to afford such specimens as the 
examiners require, the examiners should make up the 
difference themselves. That is a little cool, it strikes me. 
Just notice the insult to the schools which I am trying 
to protect—* when the schools are unable to provide 
proper specimens.” If a school sends in three specimens 
or meets with an accident, the examiner would then have 
to supply the whole of the 60 or 150, whatever was 
necessary, and if he is to carry them all round with him 
why trouble the schools at all? Let us go a little 
further and ask him to supply them altogether. He has 
got them, he must have them, or he could not make up 
what is required. Or what is better, let us be indepen- 
dent of the schools and examiners and everybody—let us 
be the examining body and supply the materials for 
examination ourselves I think the whole case is so. 
clear that all I ask is that vou shall not do things in a 
hurry. 1 ask you to remember that a magnificent 
majority of one carried this yesterday. Let us in short 
ask Dr. Woodhead and Professor Delépine what they 
want, and to give us a suggestion as to how to obtain the 
specimens they require. Let us adopt the report with 
the exception of the last part and then refer that back to 
the Committee for further consideration. 

Prof. McFapyean: The facts of the case are these : 
The examiners in pathology have in the report given us 
to understand that at one or more of the schools an in- 
adequate number of specimens were sent up for the 
exataination in May last, and they suggest that in order 
to permit of their making up perfect specimens the 
various teachers of pathology should be asked to send in: 
sets of specimens. I yesterday pointed out to the small 
committee which considered this subject that in my view 
the examination had upon the whole been conducted with 
sufficient stringency and with tolerable fairness in the 
past, and that pathology is such a wide subject that if 
one were to attempt to illustrate by 300 sections it 
might still be said that some portions of the field were 
insufficiently represented, and when a teacher desires to 
illustrate his lectures he can hardly, in the small time 
allowed for the teaching of pathology, do more than drill 
them on say 60 or 80 preparations. He takes those 
which best illustrate the lectures he has given, and 
another teacher may take another 60 or 80 out of the 300 
to instruct students upon. It would be impossible to 
get up a set of preparations in the way suggested by the 
examiners. They suggest the Council should ask the 
teachers in the various schools to send them in a stock 
set of preparations to become their property to select 
what they like and throw the others away. 

Mr. Huntine moved as an amendment “ That the re- 
port be adopted except so far as the obtaining of patho- 
logical specimens is concerned, and that the secretary 
be requested to write to the examiners for a full expres 
sion of their desires.” 

Mr. Mason seconded the amendment. 

Prof. McFapyzan : I should like to meet the views of 
Mr. Hunting in this matter. Will he accept this — 


| | 
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“That the examiners in pathology be informed that the 
Council desire them to obtain whatever specimens they 
consider necessary, and from whatever source they con- 
sider best.”’ 

Mr. Huntine: I will accept that if you will add that 


the Secretary shall obtain their reply, so that we may | 


know what they are going to do. 

Prof. McFapygan did not agree to this addition, and 
subsequently his suggestion was abandoned. 

Mr. HuntTING’s amendment was then put to the Coun- 
cil and lost, nine voting for and 12 against. The report 
of the committee was then adopted. 


Notice or Morton sy Mr. Kipp. 


Mr. Kipp in moving—~“ That a deputation be appoin- 
ted to wait upon the Right Hon. W. H. Long, M.P., 
Minister of Agriculture, with reference to the claims of 
qualified veterinary surgeons as inspectors under the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act,’’—said: Nearly two 
years ago I brought forward a similiar resolution. It was 
then thought by the Council that it would be better to 
send a memorial but I think, as time has shown, it 
would have been better if we had then proceeded to 
interview the Minister. The terms of my resolution are 
not perhaps so clear as to indicate the grounds for the 
course which I have now taken. I do not suggest that 
any steps be taken with reference to the appointment of 
veterinary inspectors ; but I think something ought to 
be done in respect to the work they do and the work 
they ought todo. Ido not think it is sufficient that a 
veterinary inspector should simply go toa place where 
there is a dead pig, make a post-mortem, and put part of 
internal organs into an indiarubber bag, send them to 


London, and have done with it. Pleuro-pneumonia | 


which I am sure he would, I feel certain that eventually 
we would materially benefit. I beg to move the resolu- 
tion standing in my name. 

Mr. Huntine: | will second Mr. Kidd’s motion, and 
especially I would like to do so if he will leave out the 
detail about veterinary surgeons and inspectors, and 
make his resuvlution read—“ That a deputation be 
appointed to wait on the Right Hon. W. H. Long, M.P., 
Minister of Agriculture, with reference to the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act.’ 

Mr. Kipp: | will accept that with pleasure, and alter 
it in that way. 

Prof. Dewar: I should like to hear Mr. Hunting’s 
views as to what he thinks this deputation is going to 
bring before the Minister of Agriculture. 

Prof. McFapyEan: What are the specific grounds of 
complaint ? 

Mr. Hunting: My grounds of complaint are very 
simple. First of all the deletion of the Veterinary 
Department from the State; secondly the reduction of 
the number of veterinary officers of the State; thirdly, 
the use of laymen occasionally for professional work ; and 
lastly, the non-employment of professional men where 
they might he employed. 

The PrestpENT: If there is no amendment I will put 
Mr. Kidd’s motion. 

The motion was then put to the meeting, and carried ; 
and it was resolved that the deputation should consist 
of the President, Mr. Kidd, and Mr. Hunting. 


GENERAL Purposes COMMITTEE. 
The Secretary read the Report of the General Pur- 


poses Committee, which stated that it had fully con- 
sidered the letter from the Board of Agriculture re Com- 


certainly was stamped out by the Board, but at | pulsory Notification, and recommended to the Council 
an immense cost. As I said in February, 1894, the | that the profession be consulted by a letter as follows, 
Board of Agriculture had in swine fever a very different before formulating a reply to the Board :— 


disease from pleuro-pneumonia to deal with, and they | 
would not stamp it out so easily. Time has proved that | 
the views then expressed were correct, for instead of that — 
disease being mastered it has kept steadily increasing — 
ever since, as the returns show, and I venture to repeat | 
the assertion that swive fever will not be subdued, far | 
less stamped out, until a more thorough system of in- 
spection is established. I again repeat that a more) 
serious disease, animal tuberculosis, is ripe for serious | 
consideration by the Board, and that it will require’ 
cautious and careful grappling with. The remedy in 
my judgment is a simple one. Abolish the Animals 
Department of the Board of Agriculture, and substi- 
tute for it a Veterinary Department with veterinary 
officers. Let that Department have administrative 
powers, and let the local authorities have executive 
powers, compulsory and uniform, Suppose war were 
declared and our army in the field was controlled 
and directed by the War Office; would you expect 
anything but disaster or defeat? In the same 
Way you can only expect losses and failure in 
eradicating swine fever by the Animals Department, 
I feel that the right man is at the head of the Board of 
Agriculture. Mr. Long has had as much experience of 
stock as most men in his position. He has farmed pretty 
extensively, and he is one of those who will investigate 
for himself such matters as are brought before him, and 
whatever he takes in hand to do ne does thoroughly. 
These are the reasons, then, and I think strong reasons, 
why this Council should endeavour to lay before Mr. 
Long those matters which have caused us to feel grieved 
that our duties have been transferred to those incapable 
of performing them, and which have given the Board 
cause to inscribe on its doings during the past two years 
the word “ failure,” and which have caused immense loss 
tothe country. If this Council were unanimous in send- 
ing a deputation to Mr. Long, or ask him to receive one, 


| 
| 


“Tam desired by the Council to submit to you a 
copy of a letter received from the Board of Agri- 
culture. The Council prefer not to give any opinion 
until the profession has been consulted, and I shall be 
obliged if you will within the next fourteen days let 
me know whether you are in favour of adopting such 
an Act.—Your obed. servant, 

(Signed) ArtHuR W. 


On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Professor 
Pritchard the report was adopted ; and it was resolved 
that the circulars be sent out forthwith. 


SreeL Memoriat. 

The Secretary read the report of the Steel Memorial 
Committee, which stated that the Committee had ex- 
amined the finished model of the medal, that they 
approved of the work, and had ordered the completion 
of the die. 

On the motion of Prof. Penberthy, seconded by Mr. 
Fraser the report was adopted. 


FInaNncE CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Finance Com - 
mittee, which recommended that the present liabilities, 
amounting to £291, should be discharged, leaving a 
balance at the bankers of £59. It also recommended 
that the sum of £55, received from the various societies 
be transferred to a separate account at the bankers to 
the credit of the fund of the British Institute of Pre- 
ventive Medicine. 

Mr. TriaeGeR moved, and Mr. Mulvey seconded the 
adoption of the report which was agreed to. 

Date or PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION. 

Prof. McFapyean suggested that the written examina- 
tion might be held on Friday, 13th December, the oral 
beginning in London on the following Monday, viz., the 
16th. 
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Prof, W1i.1aMs said that of late years the majority of 
students came from Scotland and not from England, and 
proposed that the written examination should commence 
in Scotland on the 13th, and the orals on the 16th. 

Mr. LamBERT seconded Prof. Williams’ proposition. 

Prof. McFapyzan then moved as an amendment that 
the written examination be held on the 11th December, 
aud the orals, in London, on the following Thursday, in 
order to allow ample time to finish in Scotland, taking 
the same order as before. 

Mr. TriaGER seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Huntine said that if it were a matter between 
the Scotch and English schools as to which should be 
examined first, the fair thing would be to make the 
examination alternate, one year in England and the next 
in Scotland. Last year it was held in London first, 
therefore this year it ought to go to Scotland. 

The Presipent: We had better separate the oral from 
the written. I will put Prof. McFadyean’s amendment 
that the written examination be held on the 11th Decem- 

ber all over the kingdom. 

This was agreed to, eight voting for, and six against. 

Prof. McFapyEaN moved “ That the oral examination 
be held in London on the 12th December.” 

Mr. TriaGEeR seconded the motion. 

Prof. WiLitams moved as an amendment “ That the 
oral examination be held in Scotland on the 12th Decem- 
ber,” and this, after a short discussion, was agreed to. 


ExaMINATION. 


On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Trigger, 
it was agreed that the Fellowship examination be held in 


London on December 10th. 
Norice oF Morion BY THE PRESIDENT. 


The Presipent raid the following stood in his name, 
but he would be pleased to hand it over to any other 
member of Council: Alteration of regulation 2, 3rd 
schedule, p. 85 of Rogister, “That the words ‘four 
guineas’, be substituted for ‘five guineas,’ and that the 

aragraph shall read as follows: ‘2. An examination 
ee of four guineas shall be paid for each examination.’ °’ 

Mr. Lampeet said he should be pleased to act as mover 


at the proper time. 
Notice or Motions spy Pror. PENBERTHY. 


Prof. PENBERTHY gave notice that he would move the 
following motions at the proper time: (1) “ That adver- 
tising by veterinary surgeons in the public press, or by 
exhibiting or distributing circulars, books, ur cards relat- 
ing to their professional attainments or abilities, or re- 
specting medicines or appliances prepared or sold by 
them, amounts to conduct disgraceful in a professional 
respect within the meaning of section 6 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act, 1881.” 

(2) “ That if any veterinary surgeon shall permit his 
name to te used by an unqualified or unregistered 
person, or do or permit any other act whereby an un- 
qualified or unregistered person may pass himself off as 
or practice as a veterinary surgeon, he shall be deemed 
guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect 
within the meaning of section 6, of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons’ Act, 1881.” 

Mr. HuntTING pointed out that at a special meeting 
held for the purpose on the 10th May,a motion, re adver- 
tising, passed at a meeting on the lst May had been con- 
firmed, but he could find no trace of it in the minutes 
He should like to know whether a motion which had been 
suspended on the board for three months could come on 
now. He contended that Professor Penberthy was 
legally eutitled to propose his resolutions at that 
meeting. 

The PRESIDENT said the solicitor would consider the 
matter and report what course ought to be adopted at the 
next meeting. 


Morion sy Mr. Huntina. 


Mr. Huntine: I move “That a printed form be 
supplied to the Principal of each school, on which the 
names of all students eligible for examination shall be 
entered previous to each examination.” I do not think 
there is any objection to this or that it wants any ex- 
planation ; the only thing is it would bring about com- 
plete uniformity and enable us to have a paper drawn up 
that we could accept without any doubt whatever as to 
the eligible students for examination. I suggest that it 
= left to the Examination Committee to draw up the 
orm, 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Notice or Mortron spy Mr. Moutvey. 


Mr. Mutvey: I beg to give notice that at the next 
meeting of Council I shall move “ That bye-law 97 be 
altered in this way: to omit the words ‘if the names of 
at least four candidates shall have been entered for that 
purpose.’ 

The PrestipENT: That will be suspended in the usual 
Way. 

EpvucaTIONAL CERTIFICATES. 

Prof. McFapyeaNn: I am afraid, Mr. President, that 
no very accurate record is being kept of the educational 
qualifications of the candidates for the diploma at the 
present moment, I think if it were asked with reference 
to any particular gentleman who may come up for his 
examination next December what educational certificate 
he presented, the date and the subjects, nobody could 
supply the information. 

Mr. A. W. Hiwx: I could, sir. Could you mention any 
name. 

Prof. McFapyean: I have good grounds for my be- 
lief, although it might not be expedient for anybcdy if I 
stated them at the present moment. But in any case I 
think it would be wise if we directed our secretary as 
follows—this is uot a resolution nor a bye-law, it isa 
mere instruction which would come into force at once :— 
“ That the secretary be instructed to prepare and have 
printed for the information of each member of Council, 
a statement showing the educational certificates presented 
by each candidate for the diploma, the date of such cer- 
tificate and the subjects specified in it as having been 
passed by the candidate.” 

Professor PENBERTHY: I will second that. 

Professor McFapyean: Might I, in explanation, point 
out that it is a rather long and complicated list of certifi- 
cates which is accepted by this body, and it is conceivable 
that our secretary or the secretary for Scotland might 
make a mistake; it is also conceivable that a student 
might desire to be examined though he was not in 
possession of one of those certificates. We want to safe- 
guard thas. I think for the present we might make it 
apply to all those who have not got the diploma; in 
future it will only apply to class A. It is possible that 
there are gentlemen who, but for this, might get through 
in December with a certificate which does not entitle 
them to do so. ‘ 

Prof. Wiiuiams: | might raise an objection to that, 
bevanse the secretary for England or Scotland may have 
accepted a certificate permitting a man to go up for his 
first and second examination, and that man may be 
stopped in his final, quite unaware of the fact. 

Prof. McFapygan: We should like to kuow whether 
it has happened or not. 

Mr. J. A. W. Dotiar: Although a very great injustice 
might result to some individuals, a very much greater 
would result to the whole body corporate by men who 
have not the vecessary qualifications being slipped into 
the profession. It is our business to prevent anything 
of the sort happening, and instead of attempting tv 
shield persons who may have obtained such an entrance 
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it should be our duty immediately to detect and stop 
them, and that would be the effect of this resolution. 

Prof. Witttams: That means we are trying to find 
out if our secretaries have been doing their duties—it is 
a vote of want of confidence in them. 

Mr. Dottar: It is vothing of the kind. If our 
secretaries have fulfilled their duties we cannot find any 
fault with them; if on the contrary they have failed 
in their duties it is our duty to reprove them and prevent 
them making such errors in future. We onght to con- 
sider the interests of the profession first and those of 
mere individuals afterwards. 

The PrestpENT: There is a bye-law which says that 
students who enter veterinary schools shall prior to their 
first professional examination of the R.C.V.S. produce to 
the secretary of the R.U.V.S. one of the certificates 
specified in the schedule annexed. Certainly our secretary 
cannot prevent a man going up if he has already passed 
one or two examinations and fails to produce his educa- 
tional certificate for his “ C.” 

Prof. Dewar : Whatever the Council may decide for 
the future, I do not think it has any right to go back on 
students who have already passed their “ A’*’ examina. 
tions. 

The Presipent: I think it would be dangerous for 
our secretary to act upon that instruction and keep a 
man from coming up. 

Prof. McFapygan! I hope it is not due to the manner 
in which I proposed the motion, but it is merely to 
obtain informatiou. I said nothiag about a student 
being stopped. 

Mr. Huntine: I wish to remind Prof. McFadyean 
that a strong argument he urged was that the passing of 
this resolution might prevent some man from getting his | 
diplo vain December. Now if that is not exactly the | 
same, barring the wording, as preventing a man going 


afforded scope for exercise of all the higher faculties and, 
in association with patience, sobriety, and perseverance, 
offered to workers in her field the reward of daily bread, 
if not ofaffluence. Proceeding to remark on the history 
of the College, the progressive changes and growing 
importance of the veterinary science, he said,—Though 
the writings of Xenophon, Hippocrates, Virgil, and 
Vegetius yield ample evidence of enlightened attention 
tu the diseases and medical care of the lower animals, 
there is little toremark of it except its retrograde character 
in this country up to the middle of the 18th century. 
The systematic teaching of veterinary science in Great 
Britain dates from the foundation of this College in 
1791 by Vial de St. Bel, a French veterinary surgeon, 
whose efforts were encouraged by those specially interes- 
ted in the welfare of animals and the conservation of the 
uational wealth. For nearly a ceutury the reigning 
Sovereig) had deen its patron, and its governing body 
had included the ficwer of the aristocracy and intellect 
of the times. In its infancy the interests of the school 
were fostered and its honour added to by the co-uperation 
of the most eminent medical men. Justifiable pride min- 
gled with grateful sentimeut while acknowledging the in- 
debtedness of the College and profession to the early exam- 
ining committee, whose roll was adorned by such names 
as Astley Cooper, Blizzard, Horne, J. Abernethy, Brodie, 
C. Bell, J. H. Green, and Coleman. Up to 1844 the 
history of the Royal Veterinary College was practically 
that of the veterinary profession in England. By virtue 
of powers conferred by Royal charters it taught, exam- 
ined, and granted diplomas. At this date a desire for 
self-government and the necessity for co-operation were 
experienced and resulted in the graduates of the teaching 
schouls becoming a corporate body, under the name of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, which 
acquired, inter alia, the exclusive right to grant diplomas. 


up, | should like to know what is the meaning of the 
English language. If we accept this suggestion of Prof. | 
McFadyean’s and find three men whose certificate is not | 
as it ought to be, then the natural corollary is to dismiss | 
the secretary, but if we do not dismiss him and say that 
the three men produced fraudulent certificates, then the 
question comes whether we shal! decline to examine them 
again and stand a law-suit for it, or what we are to do. 
It looks to me that if this innocent wedge gets driven 
home, it will split something into two or three pieces. 

Prof. McFadyeans proposition was then carried 13 
voting for, and 5 against. 


Tue Late M. Pasteur. 


Mr. Huntine: We have just lost in M. Pasteur the 
greatest scientist of this century at any rate. Dv not 
you think we ought, as a collective body, to send some 
mark of our esteem in the form of a vote of condolence 
to his family. (Hear, hear.) I beg to propose that the 
President take steps to communicate with the family of 
M. Pasteur, expressing our sympathy with them on the 
loss they have sustained. 

Mr. Dottak seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

The obituary list was then read, and the Council 
adjourned. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


In the unavoidable absence of the Earl of Crewe, the 
Opening meeting of the 105th session of the Royal Veter- 
mary College was presided over yesterday by Professor 


In 1881 the Veterinary Surgeons Act was passed. This 
with other privileges, protected the title, which previously 
could be assumed by any one regardless of qualification. 
In 1828 the minimum period of professional study was 
six months ; now it is four years. Up to 1865 no evidence 
of scholastic education was demanded. In 1892 matricu- 
lation examination was made uniform, and its standard 
raised to that set up by the General Medical Council, so 
that every veterinary student of to-day must possess the 
qualification in scholastic learning which entitles him to 
entrance as a student at any medical school in the king- 
dom. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has 
extended the scope and raised the standard of profess- 
ional examinations in accordance with the rapid growth 
of the science, and, recognising the effect of their demand 
for increased knowledge, were exercising themselves to 
diminish quackery, extrinsic and intrinsic, and to provide 
conditions most in accord with the necessities and 
aspirations of men of culture. The lecturer exhorted his 
hearers to feelings of gratitude for what had been done 
by their predecessors and patrons for their science, 
schools, and profession. He desired to encourage a feel- 
ing of continuity with the good which had been accom- 
plished, and to foster that esprit de corps which would 
help recruits to the ranks of the profession to be jealous 
of its honour and zealous to add to its accomplishments. 
In vature’s struggle for existence single cells struggle for 
themselves, but uvited for the whole organism. There 
is, naturally, no struggle between mother and 
offspring ; protection is expected from the one 
and affectionate allegiance due from the other. Environ- 
ment is an important consideration in the life of the cell 


Brown, C.B. The inaugural address was delivered by | and of the organization. This is materially affected by 


Prof. Penberthy, F.K.C.V.S. 
Haviug welcomed the freshmen and all whose presence 


what has gone before. For the provision of more 
favourable surroundings all engaged in veterinary science 


indicated an interest in the institution and the science | are under correspondiug obligations to their alma mater 


of which it was a nursery, Professor Penberthy congratu- and to the body corporate to whose membership they 
lated the students on their choice of a profession, which | aspire, as well as to individuals the benefit of whose 
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labours they enjoy. The life of the individual and of the 
organism demanded co-operation, the great principle 
underlying their professional motto, Vis wnita fortior, 
Sentiments aroused by a knowledge of what has gone 
before and what has been done for us are, however, only 
good in so far as they excite enthusiasm in the work and 
exercise of the faculties of the acting individuals. Un- 
less they call forth actions tending to increase intrinsic 
worth, they will neither maintain vitality nor increase 
activity. The surest excitant of enthusiasm in work is 
a recognition of real value in it, and the true basis of 
this is its utility. The highest functious and aspirations 
of the most complex beings are not limited to the con- 
sideration of the individual or individuals collected for 
special purposes, but are directed to the benefit of the 
whole. However distant may be the realization of the 
teachings of altruism, the highest claim to the favourable 
consideration of society must rest on our usefulness to 
the community. It is not difficult for the veterinary 
profession to find some evidence of usefulness, or to in- 
dicate fields for future work in this direction. By its 
part in the advance of general pathology, and by eluci- 
dating the nature of diseases of the lower animals com- 
municable to man, sanitary science has added its quota 
to the preservation of human health. To the indication 
of means and exercise of powers for eradicating here- 
ditary disease, to the improved health and lengthened 
lives our domesticated animals (specifically observable 
in the returns of the Army Veterinary Department and 
equally existent elsewhere), we may refer for evidence of 
a share in the conservation of the national wealth. Per- 
haps more forcibly will the record of the Civil State 
Department speak for the value of our work to the com- 
munity by suppression of contagious disease. Before the 
establishment of a State veterinary department and the 
adoption of the teachings of veterinary science, an in- 
vasion of cattle plague reduced the financial resources of 
the country to the extent of millions of pounds. An 
incursion of sheep: pox was scarcely less costly. Foot- 
and-mouth disease in some years affected uearly 700,000 
animals, Pleuro-pneumonia for a long time cost the 
country little short of £50,000 annually. Those affections 
are now regarded as exotic, but kept from our shores 
only by strict adherence to the teachings of veterinary 
science. Withdraw the protection provided by veteri- 
nary knowledge, and the flickering light of agriculture, 
the leading industry of this country, could scarce escape 
extinction. Under the watchful care of a veteriuary 
department the supply of cheap animal food is assured 
to the people without danger of special loss to one part 
of the community from the invasion of imported con- 
tagious disease, for it may not be forgotten that until 
within a few years of the formation of the Departmeut 
the law prohibited the importation of live stock. Under 
all these circumstances it is a cause for wonder that the 
act of any Government should appear tv hold its worth 
so cheap as to extirpate the word veterinary, which has 
described the Department for 30 years, aud to render it 
apparently subordinate and declining in value. By in- 
creasing our knowledge of animals and their diseases by 
use of anesthetics and improved methods in surgery 
animal suffering has been materially lessened and animal 
service increased. This work has to be carried on by 
you, and though something has been accomplished and 
we are content to base our claim to the consideration of 
sociéty on our utility, there is no room for the pessimist 
When steam was being first applied to locomotion his 
care was principally for horses, and he saw the end of 
veterinary practice in the “steam carriages.” Our im- 
mediate prospect is more clear We see tuberculosis 
rampant everywhere among our cattle, costing the 
country immense sums annually. The glanders bill of 
London alone, though not easily calculated, is alarming 
rabies and anthrax run riot, and all menace human life. 


Veterinary science teaches the preventability of these 
diseases. It has provided the knowledge which, properly 
applied, would not fail to add the sum of the monetary 
loss to the resources of the country, and by minimizing 
the danger to the life of man increase the comfort and 
happiness of the community. The danger to human life 
connected with animal flesh and animal products is 
recognised. It is pasging strange, and more, it is little 
short of a national disgrace, that in this pre-eminently 
flesh-eating country there is no systematic provision for 
insuring its parity. These are merely examples of work 
that is imminent, and not intended to represent the 
sphere of action of the veterinary profession. The cure 
of disease and relief of suffering in patients will engage 
po mean faculties and afford field for the satisfaction 
resulting from noble work, but preventive medicine has 
her ideal in a state in which neither disease, -suffering, 
vor physician has part. If the conception were less 
lofty, the prospect of realization would be too remote to 
admit of fear of extinction of your calling. Your work 
is useful. Get a true appreciation of its value, and enter 
on it with enthusiasm. It is not free from care, but 
regard it as noble, and it will so lift you up that you will 
not feel its drudgery. Remember that now your part is 
to render yourselves fit for your life-work by laying solid 
foundations. No scientific knowledge can be generally 
applied to the benefit of the community far in advance of 
public opinion. The education of the people, the hope 
of the scientific worker, is rapidly advancing. Ycur share 
iu that education is not so much in imparting technical 
knowledge as it is the effect of your life and actions in 
securing their public confidence. 


DICK VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


PrincipaL Dewar ON TUBERCULOSIS. 


The formal opening of the winter session of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College took place on Wednesday 
afternoon, October 2nd, in the lecture hall of the institu- 
tion. The chair was occupied by Lord Provost 
M‘Donald, who, iu his opening remarks, expressed the 
hope that the new arrangements which the Corporation 
had made in regard to the College would conduce not 
only to the greater success (if possible) of the institution, 
but also to the greater advantage of teachers and students. 
This was one of the oldest veterinary Colleges in the 
country, with the exception of London; and if for no 
other reason than that, they as Scotsmen should do 
their best to nurse it and enable it to fulfil its require- 
ments to the very best of their ability. (Hear, hear). 
Having alluded to the death of Principal Walley, his 
Lordship explained the care which the Corporation be- 
stuwed upon the question of the appointment of his 
successor, and said that every opinion which they con- 
sulted pointed to Professor Dewar, and to him only. 
(Applause.) He hoped the appointment would redound 
to the credit of the College and to the benefit of the stu- 
dents. (Hear, hear.) 

The introductory address was then delivered by Prof. 
Dewar, the new Principal, on the subject of “ Tuberca- 
losis.” This subject, he said, had been engaging the 
attention of the general public in an increasing degree 
in receut years, not only in this but in all civilised coun- 
tries. The reason fur this increased interest was easily 
uuderstood. It was ouly within comparatively recent 
years that the contagious character of the disease 
been generally accepted, and still more recently that the 
identity of the tuberculosis of animals and that of mav 
had been satisfactorily determined. It seemed to him 
that the results of the Departmental Commission 0¥ 


Tuberculosis were not at all commensurate with the five 
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of time taken to arrive at them; little that was 
new could be learned from its report. If, however, it 
had not added materially to the sum of their knowledge, 
it had been the main cause of the renewed agitation in 
favour of the scheduling of the disease. He was sorry, 
he said, he could not see any prospect of the complete 
eradication of the disease. Even could they slaughter 
all affected animals, and cleanse and disinfect their habi- 
tations, its widespread existence in the human subject 
would serve to maintain it amongst them. But, apart 
from the human subject, it was so widely distributed in 
the animal kingdom that its complete eradication was a 
very sanguine anticipation. The total destruction of this 
ubiquitous bacillus was almost beyond hope. He was per 
fectly certain that the disease had not in recent years in- 
creased in anything like the proportion that was generally 
believed. In purely rural districts, remote from large 
towns—breeding and feeding, not dairying districts—he 
believed that the disease was very little. if any, more 
common to-day than it was twenty years ago. In urban 
and in dairying districts where the immense majority of 
the animals were dairy cows, which were kept more on 
the high pressure system and much less naturally than 
in the other case, the disease had become more common. 
lt was perhaps also more common amongst their high- 
class pedigreed herds, and from similar causes. Another 
reason which had caused the disease to be considered 
more common and to bulk more largely in the public eye 
was the increased activity of those entrusted with the 
public health. He could not answer categorically the 
question, Should tuberculosis be scheduled amongst 
the other contagious diseases of animals? If by schedal- 
ing was meant the slaughter of all aftected and in-contact 
animals, as was done in pleuro-pneumonia, he answered 
certainly not. If by scheduling was meant the isolation 
of and slaughter of all animals showu to be affected by 
the disease after careful examination with tuberculin, 
still he answered certainly not. The amount of money 
required for compensation would be out of all proportion 
to the good done. Even the question of granting com- 
nsation for the carcases of animals condemned or 
troyed as being affected with tuberculosis was beset 
with difficulty. He could only think of one way of draw- 
ing the line where compensation ought to be paid and 
where it ought not—by means of a trained inspector to 
be on the spot and examine physically all the animals 
immediately before slaughter. ‘The loss incurred in this 
way by traders and butchers was a mere drop in the 
bucket compared with the loss incurred by the agricultural 
interests through this unexampled scourge. Principal 
Dewar went on to advocate the use of tuberculin in the 
endeavour to suppress the disease and to point out the 
importance in the public interest of careful inspection 
of the milk supply of the community. Votes of thanks 
closed the proceedings.— Edinburgh Evening Dispatch 


THE NEW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


_ The College was opened for the winter session on Ist 
inst., when there was a good attendance of students and 
friends. In the absence of Bailie Sloan, who the other 
day met with a carriage accident, the chair was occupied 
by Councillor Hay. The introductory adéress was | 
delivered by Mr. Richard Rutherford, F.R.C.V.S., who 
took as his subject the position of the veterinary pro- 
fession and of veterinary teaching in Scotland thirty-five 
or forty years ago as compared with the present time. 

€ pointed out how that the veterinary schools had in- 
creased during the period in question. I[n the early days 


in the hands of farriers and those who filled the double 
calling of farriers aud blacksmiths. It was the aim and 
the purpose of the veterinary schools to replace those old 
practitioners with duly qualified men, and the desire for 
such qualified practitioners arose from the conviction 
that the time had come wher the attendant on a sick 
animal should possess a scientific training and knowledge 
akin to those of the gentlemen who ministered to the 
ailments of their owners. After showing how much the 
great men past and present in the veterinary world had 
done for the advancement of the profession and of the 
veterinary science, Mr. Rutherford said students nowadays 
were seeking to enter the profession at a time when, ac- 
cording to the views of many of its members, it had seen its 
best days—that from the purely monetary point of view 
it was at a standstill. The cause assigned was over- 
crowding and keener competition for practice. He 
could not say that he entirely shared that opinion, and 
in any case they should not pay too much attention to. 
it. They had of late, no doubt, become overcrowded, but 
what profession had not, and asa result there was un- 
healthy competition where in many cases there was no 
necessity for it. Unfortunately they were now shut out 
from their colonial dependencies and from other countries 
where formerly a good number of their undergraduates 
went. So far as they were concerned at present, they 
might console themselves with the knowledge that the 
world had not ceased to grow, that new fields were open- 
ing out, and that the trade depression which had affected 
the country was passing away. In these circumstances, 
he did not believe there was less need for the services of 
veterinary practitioners now than hitherto. (Applanse.) 
In the great cities and towns they need not fear that 
there would be less demand for their services, and he did 
not think that the ery of electricity or of any other 
motor was anything but a bogey. (Applause.) Mr. 
Rutherford proceeded to say that in the great field of 
the treatment and the stamping out of contagious diseases 
the veterinary profession had not been well treated. In- 
deed they had been shamefully treated. The authorities 
seemed to think that all that was necessary was payment 
in the coin of the realm for services rendered, and that 
then, when it seemed that these services were no longer 
necessary, they should be dropped. Every post in the 
Veterinary Department of the Board of Agriculture—to 
the shame of the Board be it said—had been given to a 
staff whose professional calling previously was either that 
of a gentlemen at large, or who seemed only to have 
been appointed with a view to their ultimate absorption 
in other State departments. These gentlemen had no 
right to be where they were, and in their present position 
made as much of a muddle of their business as 
veterinary practitioners would were they placed in 
combative posts in the naval or army service. (Ap- 
plause.) In demanding that the Animals Depart- 
ment of the Board of Agriculture should be staffed by 
members of the veterinary profession, they asked no 
more than they had a titJe to. Referring next to the 
subject of contagious diseases, Mr. Rutherford said :— 
The immense possibilities arising from the discoveries 
being made ofthe specific cause of many diseases seems to 
me to point to this, that in the near future the practice 
of preventive medicine will play an important role, and 
in this connection there is a new and very extensive 
field of work for our profession, providing we satisfy the 
public that we are fitting ourselves for it. 1 rejoice at 
this, for I have ever been a constant opponent of stamp- 
ing out by the pole axe. I admit, of course, that this 
method has cleared this country of pleuro, but I have yet 
to be convinced that such an extreme measure was not 
only necessary but was the only weapon at hand for 


forty years ago the qualified veterinary practitioner, as 
© was now known, did not hold the field by any meaus, 
for a large amount of the veterinary practice was then 


dealing with this disease. Its advocates do not seem to 
be in a mighty hurry to put their method in force, where 
I hold it is more required. I am not aware that pleuro- 
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pneumonia ever cost us the life of a single individual; last cases the regulations had been modified, and what 
how many, | would ask, does tuberculosis cqst us annually? | they had done would not now be an offence. He did 


You are aware that efforts have been made, although 
without success, to have this horrible disease scheduled 
and dealt with as a contagious one. Something un- 
doubtedly requires to be done; it is the one outstanding 
disease of the lower animals communicable to others, 
and in the form of our daily foud to the human race, and, 
from all I can learn, the one disease which, while known 


to be largely preventible, is allowed to claim its yearly | 


holocaust of victims. One precaution seems to me to be 
imperatively demanded. The experimental work of Prof. 
McFadyean and others is sufficiently conclusive to estab- 
lish the value of the tuberculin test in discovering affec- 
ted animals. Why then should the authorities hesitate 
to enforce, or owners of dairy stock of their own accord 
adopt the method, and so ensure to consumers a healthy 
milk supply to begin with. Asa corollary to such, the 
question naturally comes up, What is to be done with the 
diseased ! Pole axe them, I[ say there is good grounds 
for it in such a case, and as this would be done in the 
interests of public health, let the public purse indemnify 
the owner. At present the owners of dairies have to be 
licensed; this is a sort of guarantee that their premises 
and utensils are clean. Kules are in force to guard 
against the transmission of typhoid and other diseases 
through the medium of milk. and rightly so; but it is 
just as vecessary for the public to be as far as possible 
guaranteed that the original producer is also healthy. 
This can now be done, aud should be done. Let us work 
together to the end of seeing it dove, or the ubiquitous 
Officer of Health will be there before us.—Edinburgh 
Evening Dispatch. 


THE MOVEMENT OF SWINE IN THE COUNTY. 


UNWORKABLE REGULATIONS. 


On Thursday, Sept. 26th, three cases of breach of the 
swine fever regulations were brought before the Sheriff, 
and will be of no little interest to farmers and others in 
the county, as showing the anworkable restrictions im- 
posed upon the movement of swine throughout the dis- 
tricts. Sheritf Russell Bell presided. 

Mr. Dickson explained that the circumstances of the 
case were these: On the 4th of July Mr. M’Sporran 
procured a certificate from a veterinary surgeon to enable 
him to take some pigs iuto the town from his farm at 
Machrihanish. These pigs were taken to the town for 
the purpose of sale, and failing to find a purchaser at the 
sale ground he intended to take the pigs home again. 
The pigs were never removed from the cart. Either in 


town or on his way home he sold five of the pigs to « far- ‘undergone the tuberculin test. One of two results is 


mer and these were taken to Dalrioch. 

His lordship deferred judgment until he had heard the 
other cases. 

David Smith, farmer, Bleachfield, pleaded gui 
having, on 30th July, moved four from hi 
the burgh, and on 5th August four pigs, without a move. 
ment license. 

The third case was that against Robert Dickie, farmer 
Killeonan, who was arraigned on a charge of havin q ba 
30th July, moved four pigs from his farm to the oe h 
without having obtained a license. He pleaded guile 
and that he had committed the offence onti¥el 
through forgetfulness. He did not think that a pa 
cate was required, until he got notice from the inspector 
He shipped the pigs for Glas zow, 
eae oh oing 80 con ormed to the regulations at present 

The Sheriff said it seemed to him that wha 
was no doubt a breach of the regulations, me an a 
see the object of the two latter prosecutions. In the po 


not see the object of prosecution in these cases, but as 
the accused had commited a technical breach he must 
convict them. His lordship imposed a modified penalty 
of one shilling. The first case was a more difficult one. 
The offence was also a technical one, and no doubt he 
must convict here too. This seemed to him to have 
been an unforseen case of a man taking pigs to the 
market, and not being allowed to take them back again. 
His lordship also imposed a penalty of one shilling in 
this case.— Campbeltown Courier. 


Swine Fever. 
To the Editor of the Hereford Times. 
S1z,—The past month’s weekly returns of swine fever 
in Ireland will be read with much satisfaction. They 
strikingly contrast with the returns for Great Britain :— 


IRELAND. 
Outbreaks of Swine Fever. 
1895. 1894. 
3lst August 75 corresponding week 97 
7th September 59 
21st 23 » 160 


Great BritalIn. 


3lst August 169 corresponding week 139 


7th September 185 ‘ » 145 
14th 224 
21st 271 102 

T. DuckHam 


The Ryelands, Hereford, 
October 3rd, 1895. 


Tuberculin in Use. 


The interest which has been excited in Scotland by the 
plucky resolve of Sir T. D. Gibson- Carmichael, M.P., to 
retain no animal in his grand herd of Aberdeen-Angus 
cattle at Castlecraig which cannot successfully undergo 
the tuberculin test is bound to extend south of the Tweed. 
He has practically pledged himself that no animal shall 
be sold from the herd for breeding purposes unless it has 
been tested for tuberculosis and om failed to give the 
temperature reaction associated with the presence of the 
disease. Next year Sir T. Carmichael will take another 
step, for of the polled bulls he will then offer at 
the Perth Spring Sale every one, despite high breeding, 
will be warranted free from tuberculosis ; in other words, 
uo bull will be put forward which has not successfully 


likely to follow from this determined course ; either the 
Castlecraig bulls, with a warranty of freedom from tuber- 
culosis must command the highest prices, or other 
breeders of pedigree cattle must also resort to the tuber- 
culin test and abide by the result. Which will happen 
remains to be seen. Nearly two years ago we gave an 
account (The Times, 19th December, 1893), of the appli- 
cation of the test to Earl Spencer’s herd of Jerseys at 
Althorp Park. All the animals gave the temperature 
reaction regarded as indicative of the existence of the 
disease. It was therefore decided to slaughter the entire 
herd, comprising more than twenty head. The post- 
mortem examinations proved that all the animals, w! 

one doubtful exception, had tuberculosis, some of them 
being badly affected —Times. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
H. Bidlake, T. F. Spencer, D. Young. ; 

American Veterinary Review (October), The Birkenhead 
News, The Scottish Farmer. 
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